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Case Study 

Summary 

Harry Potter Book Night is a national event organised by Bloomsbury, who publish the Harry 

Potter books. The event started in 2014, and Merthyr Library has held its’ own Harry Potter 

inspired after-hours event for the last seven years. The enduring popularity of the Harry Potter 

books and films means that the event is anticipated by both library, and, non-library users.  

Previous Harry Potter Book Night events have been held after-hours in a magically transformed 

Merthyr Central Library. This year, because of COVID-19 and the social restrictions which aim at 

reducing the spread of the virus, a virtual Harry Potter Book Night was held as a Zoom meeting by 

library staff. 

 

Project aims 

 To inspire the enjoyment of reading in young people. 

 To build confidence in young people, and help them develop their skills in reading to 

become more successful in education and life. 

 To encourage membership of the public library service, providing access to a wide and 

varied range of reading materials, and other information sources. 

 To provide social interaction and help develop emotional intelligence, and, resilience in 

young people. 

 

The Project 

Advertising for the event began on Facebook, Twitter, and, Instagram in January 2021. Thirty 

children registered to join the virtual event. Harry Potter Book Night Bags were created by library 

staff, including Harry Potter themed crafting activities. The packs were hand delivered to the 

homes of registered participants by library witches. Social media posts were sent out at regular 

intervals to keep promoting the event and increase engagement and participation. 

 

 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

Zoom Meeting 

A link to the Zoom Meeting was sent out to all registered participants in advance of the event. On 

the night, Professor AppleMac hosted the event. The hour was taken up with two readings from 

Harry Potter, with a quiz on the Harry Potter books in between the readings. 

 

 

Results - Participants in Harry Potter Book Night 

 

Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 
Virtual Event 

No. of 
Participants 

33 Children 
10 Adults 

40 Children 
15 Adults 

39 Children 25 Children 

 

Before the event 24 requests were made for the Harry Potter book series and a further 17 after the 

event for different titles in the series. 

  



 
 

Feedback 

 

 

  



 
 
 


